CHARTER

Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Advisory Committee
AUTHORITY

Section 4124 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, authorizes the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Advisory Committee (Committee).  Additionally, the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), which establishes the standards for the formation and use of advisory committees, governs this Committee.

As provided for by FACA, the Committee will carry out the responsibilities outlined in 4124(a).  The Secretary has interpreted this law to mean that each of these responsibilities will be carried out as advisory functions to the Secretary, who may accept, decline to accept, or modify any of the Committee’s recommendations as she determines to be appropriate.  As determined by the Secretary, the Committee may provide recommendations on the activities carried out by the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS) in section 4124(b).  The Committee, however, will not carry out any operational functions.  

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS

The Committee will provide advice to the Secretary on federal, state and local programs designed to create safe and drug-free schools, and on issues related to crisis planning.  As outlined in section 4124(a), the Committee will consult with, and provide advice to, the Secretary for the programs listed in section 4124(b) that are already carried out by the OSDFS.  As requested by the Secretary, the Committee will submit a report to reflect its advice.

STRUCTURE
The Committee will consist of up to 19 voting members. The Secretary, in consultation with the heads of the Federal agencies listed below, will designate full-time Federal employees from the following agencies to serve on the Committee: 

· The Department of Education;

· The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;

· The National Institute on Drug Abuse;

· The National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse;

· The Center for Substance Abuse Prevention;

· The Center for Mental Health Services;

· The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; and

· The Office of National Drug Control Policy.

The Secretary will appoint the Committee’s remaining members (up to eleven) from organizations or entities working in the following areas -- state and local government representatives, and researchers and expert practitioners in the fields of school- and community-based substance abuse and violence prevention.  These appointees will serve as Special Government Employees (SGEs).  As such, the members will be chosen by the Secretary for their individual knowledge and expertise, and will provide independent advice to the Secretary.  

The initial appointments will be for staggered terms to retain an experienced core of non-federal members.  Three members will serve for one year, four members will serve for two years, and four members will serve for three years.  Subsequent terms will be three years for all members.

The Secretary will appoint the Committee’s Chairperson, and the Assistant Deputy Secretary for Safe and Drug-Free Schools will appoint a staff member to serve as the Designated Federal Officer (DFO).  The OSDFS will provide staff and administrative services to the Committee.  While the DFO will ensure that all FACA requirements are met and attend all Committee meetings, no Department official will supervise or provide oversight over the substantive work of the Committee.  

MEETINGS
The DFO, in consultation with the Committee Chairperson, will schedule meetings on an as-needed basis.  A majority of the Committee, ten members, will constitute a quorum.   Meetings will be open to the public, except when the Assistant Deputy Secretary for Safe and Drug-Free Schools determines otherwise, in accordance with Section 10(d) of FACA and with the concurrence of the Office of the General Counsel.  

Meetings will be conducted and records of the proceedings kept according to applicable laws and departmental regulations.

ESTIMATED COSTS
Members who are not full-time Federal employees will be paid at a rate determined by the Secretary to attend Committee meetings plus per diem and reimbursement for travel expenses in accordance with Federal Travel Regulations.  

Annual operating costs associated with supporting the Committee’s functions, including direct and indirect expenses, will be approximately $100,000.  Staff support will be approximately .2 full-time equivalents.
TERMINATION DATE
The Committee is hereby chartered in accordance with section 14(b) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  This charter expires two years from the date of filing.  

Approved:









/s/
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Secretary

Filing date: __August 28, 2006____________
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